[Clinical aspects, diagnosis and therapy of cancer of Vater's ampulla].
The carcinoma of the papilla occupies a special position among the periampullary carcinomas by its favourable prognosis. Responsible for this are the early appearance of symptoms due to the close neighbourhood to the common bile duct and the restriction of the metastasation to the first stage of lymphatic nodes in the majority of cases. Symptoms are jaundice, epigastric pain and decrease of weight. In the carcinoma of the papilla the duodenoscopy with biopsy and ERCP is the method of choice. The reliability of the biopsy is larger, when it is performed after an endoscopic sphincterotomy. For the delimitation of the carcinoma of the papilla against other causes can further be used the hypotensive duodenography, the abdominal computerd tomography, the sonography and the PTC. A curative treatment is possible only surgically. On account of the better long-term results the partial duodenopancreatectomy is to be preferred to the local exstirpation of the papilla. Endoscopic drainages of the biliary tract carried out preoperatively may reduce the lethality of operations. A palliative drainage of the biliary tract on the endoscopic or percutaneous transhepatic way as well as the endoscopic sphincterotomy may improve the patients' quality of life and prolong the survival time, when there are non-resectable tumours or a general inoperability.